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IMPORTANT INFORMATION: YOUR DRINKING WATER
SERVICE LINE HAS BEEN IDENTIFIED AS LEAD

The Mohawk Valley Water Authority (MVWA) has identified that a part of or the
entire length of the service line that delivers drinking water to your house/building
is made of lead.

What is a Lead Service Line?

A service line is the pipe connecting the water main in the road to your home. A typical
configuration of a service line is shown in the figure. The MVWA owns the service line from the
water main in the street up to the shut-off valve at your curb. The homeowner owns the remaining
portion from the shutoff into the home's water meter. When any section of the service line is made
of lead, it is a lead service line.
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Example of a Service Line. lit any section of the service line is made of lead, the service line is classified as a
lead service line.

What Does It Mean?

Having a lead service line does not necessarily mean your drinking water contains an elevated
level of lead. However, a lead service line has been identified as a source of lead and may
contribute to lead in drinking water. Removing the lead service line is a sure way to reduce your
chance of exposure to lead in drinking water.

Source of Lead in Drinking Water

Lead enters drinking water from a lead service line and indoor plumbing materials such as lead
solder on copper pipes and chrome-plated brass or brass fixtures and faucets.




